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Challenges and opportunities of the implementation of SDGs 
in the Black Sea Region

This part provides a review of the major trends in multiple
dimensions of poverty and inequality and discusses the
policy implications for implementing the SDGs.

Relevant in this regard is SDG 1 that aims to end poverty in
all its forms and SDG 10 that aspires to reduce inequalities
both within and among countries in the Black Sea region.





Within Europe and Central Asia, several countries, such as Russia,
Belarus and the Kyrgyz Republic have seen the national poverty rates
increasing in recent years (Dugarova 2016).

Note: Numbers until 2012 are estimated and numbers for 2015 and 2030 are projections. Source: Gill, 
Revenga and Zeballos (2016); World Bank Group (2016b).









































Corporate Sustainability and 
Implementation of SDGs in 

the Black Sea Region



How to achieve Sustainable Development in the Black Sea Region?

The role of various sectors in the implementation of SDGs

What can WE do?

"Sustainable development is development that meets 

the needs of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs."



Climate Change Water Deficit Lack of Natural Resources

Decreasing Bio-DiversityFood Safety Risks

Air and Water 
Pollution

Increasing Number of 
Life Expectancy 

Diseases

Large-Scale Migration

Poverty and Inequality

The Black Sea Region faces social, economic and 
environmental challenges



3X
Unemployed Youth by 2030

600 Million

Youth Unemployment

Jobs Needed in the Next 10 
Years



Migration - 31 people are newly displaced every minute of the day



Other Challenges

Lack of Market Accessibility 
Lack of understanding of CSR 
among Businesses

Youth empowerment

Lack of Innovation and 
Technology

Lack of Women’s Economic 
Empowerment

Development of Business 
Associations

Land 
Fragmentation/Environment 
Degradation

No recycling
Poverty, Jobs Creation, Rural 
Development

Climate Change Food Safety Risks
Lack of Multi-Stakeholder 
Partnerships 



Who participates in the implementation of SDGs?

Implementation of SDGs is a multi-stakeholder process:

 Central Government Bodies

 Local Governments

 Businesses

 Civil Society

 Academia



New Opportunities

Profitable, Innovative, 
Principles-Based



UN Global Compact Network - Georgia

The world's largest corporate 
sustainability initiative

A call to companies to align 
strategies and operations with 
universal principles on human 

rights, labour, environment and 
anti-corruption, and take actions 

that advance societal goals.

By committing to sustainability, business can take shared responsibility 
for achieving a better world.



CSR Award

To drive business awareness and action in support of achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals by 2030



Good Practices

Financial Engagement Company “Crystal” – The Program “Borrow Wisely” is

implemented to benefit micro and small entrepreneurs, students, farmers, low-income population, etc. and
provides them with practical financial recommendations and advice.

Construction Company M2 – The company founded a vocational education college

“Construct2” in Zestaphoni, Georgia. The college maintains 11 short-term programs and annually certifies up
to 600 professionals in the construction and labour inspection fields.

Bank of Georgia – Education Bank - TEDx, www.charge.ge, Nebula, Khan Academy in Georgian

IDS Borjomi Georgia – The company operates a training center for youth in Borjomi, Georgia

where youth can attend various educational activities, learn new subjects, engage in debates and youth
councils and improve their skills.

http://www.charge.ge/


Research on CSR 2019 - Georgia





In which directions do you implement CSR projects?

Poverty - 24.8% 

Zero Hunger, Improved Food Safety and Nutrition and 
Promoting Agriculture - 19.3% 

Healthy Lifestyle and Welfare for All Ages - 14.9% 

Partnerships to Achieve SDGs - 11.0% 

Achieving Gender Equality and Providing Every Women and Girl 
with Enhanced Opportunities - 6.6% 





Have you heard about 

one of the forms of CSR, 

Public-Private 

Partnerships?

General Large Medium Small

a) Yes 30.1% 39.9% 33.8% 19.2%

b) No 69.9% 60.1% 66.2% 80.8%

Public-Private Partnerships



If you have not taken a  

part yet, would you wish 

to engage in Public-

Private Partnership 

projects?

General Large Medium Small

I don’t know/Refuses to 

answer

51.6% 55.3% 53.0% 47.4% 

No 22.2% 14.7% 19.5% 30.5% 

Yes 26.2% 30.0% 27.6% 22.1% 

Public-Private Partnerships



53.30%

60.10%

54.60%

46.90%

22.00%

13.70%

18.40%

31.80%

24.70%
26.30% 27.00%

21.30%

Would you cooperate with a NGO in a partnership project?

General (all) (Large)                                     (Medium)                                  (Small) 

I don’t 
know

No

Yes    



What role do different 
sectors have in overcoming 

local challenges?



Responsible Research and Innovation
What is it for?  

• Responsible research and innovation is an approach that 
anticipates and assesses potential implications and societal 
expectations with regard to research and innovation, with the 
aim to foster the design of inclusive and sustainable research 
and innovation.

• Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) implies that societal 
actors (researchers, citizens, policy makers, business, third 
sector organisations, etc.) work together during the whole 
research and innovation process in order to better align both 
the process and its outcomes with the values, needs and 
expectations of society.

• Public engagement of stakeholders can help to realise a 
collective responsibility to control and direct innovation into a 
direction that is ethically acceptable, societally desirable and 
sustainable. 

• RRI explores how companies can conduct their research and 
innovation activities responsibly and demonstrate that they are 
ethically, socially and environmentally responsible companies. 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION DEFINES RRI



• European Commission has defined the term as 
covering six key areas that it believes need to be 
tackled by industries, governing bodies and 
companies:

• Engagement: Making sure society as a whole, 
other researchers and policy makers have 
knowledge of innovation.

• Gender equality: Ensuring equality in gender 
across all aspects of research and innovation.

• Science Education: Making sure future 
researchers have knowledge and tools to 
engage with the same process.

• Open Access: Making sure the research and 
innovation process is both transparent and 
accessible, usually through the internet.

• Ethics: To ensure all research and innovation 
reaches the highest ethical standards to ensure 
it has high societal relevance.

• Governance: How responsibility should 
ultimately lie at policymakers to ensure there 
aren’t harmful or unethical effects to 
innovation.



WHY RRI  

• Responsible research and innovation approach  and its adoption can 
generate numerous benefits for companies and increase company’s 
midterm profitability. 

- Strengthens links with customers and end users;

- Decreases business risks;

- Enhances the company’s reputation;



How to achieve benefits

• By better understanding 
customers, exploring their 
needs and preferences;

• By better matching societal 
expectations; 

• By mitigating environmental 
impacts

• By stimulating and 
motivating employees; 

• By satisfying norms and 
standards. 



an online platform containing a number of tools 
and services tailored to SME needs

http://self-check-tool.innovation-compass.eu/Security

Projects
• EU-funded project that supports Small and Medium-

sized Enterprises (SMEs) from emerging technology 
industries to manage their research, development 
and innovation activities in a responsible and 
inclusive manner.

• The COMPASS Responsible Innovation self-check tool 
is a learning and self-diagnostic tool for responsible 
innovation in business.

• The tool will help companies assess where their 
company stands, how they compare to peers, and 
what they can do to make their innovation practices 
more responsible.

Responsible-Industry was an EU-
funded project that explored how 
private corporations can conduct their 
research and innovation activities 
responsibly.

Guide for the implementation of RRI in 
the industrial context;

EU Policy recommendations for RRI in 
Health and Ageing;

Benefits of RRI in ICT for an ageing 
society. 

http://www.responsible-industry.eu/home

http://self-check-tool.innovation-compass.eu/Security
http://innovation-compass.eu/sectors/
http://www.responsible-industry.eu/home


Projects

• RRI Tools Access a diversity of instruments to implement RRI in 
different contexts

• RRI Toolkit

• Tools

• Inspiring practices and projects

• E-library 

• https://www.rri-tools.eu

https://www.rri-tools.eu/
https://www.rri-tools.eu/


• In 2006, Deutsche Telekom (DT) set up the 
German City of the Future competition to 
select a location for its T-City test bed. An 
independent jury chose Friedrichshafen, 
which sits on the north side of Lake Constance 
in southern Germany, based on two main 
criteria: population and existing infrastructure. 

• Objectives:

 to explore how ICT can help communities

 to test different kinds of innovative concepts 
and later showcase them to other cities and 
industries

 to involve partners through open innovation

 to build new vertical industrial solutions 
beyond connectivity. 

• The T-City projects provide DT with an 
opportunity to develop, modify and re-think 
new products and services in a “live” 
environment.

• Nurturing smart city services from conception 
to commercial deployment. 

Germany: T-City Friedrichshafen
Building a city of the future



Projects

• The HomeNetwork 2.0 project, 
led by multiple partners, tested 
intelligent networking systems to 
enable the management of 
electronic appliances in the 
home. 

A smart metering solution developed by 
DT, Technische Werke Friedrichshafen 
(TWF) and other software companies, 
has been tested with 1,600 households 
in Friedrichshafen. 

http://www.t-city.de/en/whats-it-
about.html

http://www.t-city.de/en/whats-it-about.html


Useful links

• https://innovation-compass.eu

• https://www.rri-tools.eu/

• http://www.responsible-industry.eu/home

https://innovation-compass.eu/
https://www.rri-tools.eu/
http://www.responsible-industry.eu/home


GROUP WORK



Q & A


